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Dear Friends,
The academic year at Dumisani is quickly drawing to a close. We held
our annual closing chapel on October 24th with Dr. Greg Phillips, our
Registrar and Dean, as the preacher. Special sandwiches and sweets
were served by the faculty wives and enjoyed by our college community. Final exams will soon be
over and now we are busy with Summer School. The Lord be given the praise for all who have been
a part of this year's diverse ministry at Dumisani. In the words of the Reformation, To God alone be
the Glory.
It was a real pleasure for me personally to be able to be at the Refo500
and World Reformed Fellowship Conference and board meetings in
Wittenberg, Germany last month. It was an amazing opportunity to look
back 500 years but also to look to the present and to the future. It also
was a wonderful way of learning about many other ministries and also
sharing about the ministry here at our college as Dumisani is a member
of the WRF.
I hope that you will enjoy reading our November News as we reflect on some of the highlights of
2017 and also share plans for 2018. We covet your prayers.
--Dr. J.C. Whytock, Acting Principal

1. Literature Ministry Update for 2017
The theme for this year and our literature ministry at
Dumisani has been very much one of partnership.
First, we have had a very good opportunity in 2017 to
expand what we provide to the Christian Bookstore
in Berea, East London (pictured below). Our top
sellers have been
Preach the Word by
Geoffrey Lee, Amazwi Asixhenxe by Francois
Viljoen, and The Lord’s Supper by Robert Pogue.
Thus we have been able to provide more
vernacular and English literature for distribution.
Some of this material was published in partnership
with Haddington House Trust. Thank you.

Second, In October, at our final Dumisani book
sale of the year (held 4 times a year in support of
our College Library), we sold not only our own
available new and used material but also did
something new: we worked on a consignment
basis with the book ministry of Jeff and Beryl
Haschick from Kayser’s Beach. We thank the Lord
for this opportunity to work with Jeff and Beryl as
much good Christian literature was able to be sold in this way. Thanks also to all
who donated books for our book sales in 2017.
Third, when we hosted the African Pastors’ Conference in October, the Conference
brought their book store with them and a very large quantity of Christian literature
was sold during this two-day event.
Fourth, our on-going partnership with The Gospel Coalition has been a great
blessing in 2017 and plans are underway to expand this further in 2018 and offer
more titles.
Fifth, we are grateful to Light for My Path and Banner of Truth for helping us to
provide Christian literature at our graduation exercises this year.
None of this could have been accomplished without partners for literature ministry,
so we say thank you to all of these partners for helping Dumisani in its literature
ministry. Praise be to the Lord.

2. Summer School 2017
The Summer School for 2017 is a CCF and AMS course on The Church: Towards a
Practical Ecclesiology taught by
our Acting Principal, Dr. Jack
Whytock. The course is being
held Nov. 6-15th here on our
campus. Dr. Whytock originally
developed and taught this
course for Mukhanyo
Theological College and later
taught it across South Africa in

Durban, Port Elizabeth, Parow (Cape Town) and Bronkhorstspruit for the Christian
Reformed Seminary. A video-lecture version is used by Mukhanyo in their distance
diploma programme in various sites in SA and also up in Zambia. We have 26
students enrolled to take this November Summer School course as well as some
audit students.
“And they devoted themselves to the
apostles' teaching and the fellowship,
to the breaking of bread and the prayers.”
Acts 2:42

ESV

3. Plans for 2018
In the first half of 2018, Dr. Phillips, our Registrar
and Academic Dean, will not be teaching classes.
Next year Dr. Phillips begins his seventh year at
Dumisani, so he will be taking a mini-sabbatical.
Dr. Phillips has kindly agreed to complete the
registrar work through to the end of February
during which time he will also be doing registrar
training in preparation for his anticipated absence
from March through to the end of June.

We hope that Mr. Wilbert Chipenyu (from
Zimbabwe) will be able to return to Dumisani as a
visiting lecturer and also serve as Acting Registrar
while Dr. Phillips has his sabbatical. Mr. Chipenyu
has a master’s degree in curriculum development
and education from Nelson Mandela University in
addition to his M.Div. and his PhD (cand.) studies in
missiology, so we are thankful for his willingness to
return and to serve as the acting registrar, Lord
willing.

Starting in 2018 both the CCF and AMS programmes will be taught on a Term basis
(6 weeks plus exam in week 7 with allowance for an eighth week for re-writes).
Also, this is our second year to offer a Summer
School in November (for both the CCF and AMS
programmes) and we have been most encouraged
by the response. In 2018 these block courses will
become a permanent part of our curriculum
rotation. It is hoped that Winter (June) and
Summer (Nov.) Schools will eventually be taught
by Visiting Lecturers once they have been fully
jump-started. These block courses will be
between one and two weeks in duration.
New 2018 brochures for the CCF and AMS programmes are available at the library,
at the office and also on our website – www.dumisani.org.

The awards ceremony has been set for Saturday February
24th, 2018, DV. Dr Phillips will be with us as our Registrar
and Dean. The guest speaker will be Dr Bryson Arthur who
is currently teaching in our AMS and B.Th. programmes. Dr
Arthur is Scottish, an ordained minister of the Presbyterian
Church of East Africa and has taught at theological colleges/
universities in Kenya, Israel, and Jordan over a 20-year period. Please place this
date on your calendar.

4. Workshop Ministry updates 2017 and Plans for 2018
In 2017 Dumisani was able to
offer five different workshops in
five different locations in the
Eastern Cape. Our themes in
2017 have been on How to Read
and Understand the Bible,
Teaching and Preaching the
Psalms, the Prosperity Gospel,
Bible Geography, Why We Need
to Remember the Reformation, and Sunday School Development. Thank you to The

Gospel Coalition and Great Commission Publications and their provisions in part for
literature to work with at these workshops.
Plans are being formulated for
2018 with The Gospel Coalition.
The focus for next year is planned
to be on Teaching and Preaching
from Ephesians, Teaching and
Preaching from Galatians, and also
using the New City Catechism to
train families, children and young
people.

5. Chapel News
Term Two Chapel focused on the Solas of the Reformation and Terms Three and
Four also continued with the Reformation under the specific theme of Your Calling.
This is an often neglected
aspect of the Reformation,
so we focused on the
priesthood of all believers
and vocation, or calling,
and had weekly preaching
and interviews. Many
followed this series on the
Dumisani Facebook page
and got a glimpse of the variety of speakers who participated. Special thanks to
each one who contributed to our chapel time over this past year.

6. Bible Correspondence Ministry to Prisons
Currently our Bible Correspondence programme is being used in twelve prisons in
South Africa. This programme is for general Christian knowledge and is primarily
offered to prisoners. The goals are to help people to gain a deeper knowledge of the
Bible, learn how to read the Bible, and generally to encourage them and motivate
them in the study of the Word of God. "For the word of God is living and active.
Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit,

joints and marrow: it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart." Hebrews 4:12
We know that the Word changes lives. Please remember this work in prayer.

7. The Two Dumisani Endowment Funds for our Strategic Plan
We encourage congregations, businesses, and individuals to consider making
designated contributions to our two newly established Endowment Funds. These
funds are critical to the long-term sustainability of the ministry. They will only be
used for their designated purposes:
 The Dumisani Bursary Fund
 The Campus Development Fund
We thank all who have made contributions to the Bursary Fund in 2017. It is starting
to grow but we are still a long way from having a fund that will be sustainable for
the long term. The second one, the Campus Development Fund, needs much help.
In addition to these special long-term sustainability funds we are also working on
two projects for 2018:
 renovating male student rooms and
 building a small flat for a Visiting Lecturer.
Again, these projects are part of our Strategic Plan for the Future. Designated gifts
are welcomed for these special projects for 2018.

To Contact Us about these projects, please see details on next page

8. Points for Prayer
We greatly value the ongoing prayers of the Lord’s people for the work here.
 Pray for our literature ministry that we will be able to obtain and distribute
material in 2018
 Give thanks for the large enrolment at summer school and pray for students
considering studies in the coming year in the CCF and AMS programmes
 Remember Dr Greg Phillips as he prepares for sabbatical and Rev Wilbert
Chipenyu as he hopes to return to Dumisani in early 2018
 Pray for our chapel ministry and those who will be involved in Term 1, 2018
 Pray for our students and faculty during this summer holiday period as they
minister in many places
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How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those
who bring good news,
who proclaim peace,
who bring good tidings,
who proclaim salvation,
who say to Zion, “Your God reigns!”

Isaiah 52:7 NIV

