Dumisani News
May, 2018.
Dear Friends,
I think after reading this newsletter you will agree that the start of 2018
has been quite a busy time at Dumisani and hopefully you will also be brought up-to-date with
these latest happenings. There are some forthcoming transitions at Dumisani in the second half of
2018, transitions that we have been working towards now for the past three and a half years. I
believe it is a very exciting time for Dumisani as we approach our 40th Anniversary in 2019.
The faculty, staff and students join me in expressing our heartfelt thanks to all who faithfully pray
for the ministry of Dumisani and also to those churches, organisations, businesses and individuals
who support the work of Dumisani. We have many special projects on the go during our transition.
Thank you so much for all that you have done to help us.
Finally, to the faculty, staff and students, thank you for all of your valuable and dedicated service
here at Dumisani. You are a blessing from the Lord.
Dr J.C. Whytock, Acting Principal

1. Dr Greg Phillips on Sabbatical Term Two
Dr Greg Philips, our Academic Dean and Registrar, is in his seventh year of service at Dumisani.
Currently we are in Term Two and Greg is on
sabbatical this term. He has been busy with
deputation, travelling to the Bloemfontein and
Johannesburg areas here in South Africa thus
far in an effort to extend the Dumisani
footprint. Please remember Dr Phillips in
prayer for this deputation work and also for
other projects which he is endeavouring to
tackle this term. We look forward to having
him back in Term Three.

2. Term One Volunteers
In Term One, we were delighted to welcome back
Philip Stam from Canada for a third year in a row.
This time he served as our Librarian during Mrs
Whytock’s absence. Thank you, Philip, for being a
humble servant and for giving so much of yourself
to the work here at Dumisani.

Mitchell Caissie, a nurse from Canada, came this year with Philip. Besides nursing, Mitchell has
also studied at a Canadian Bible College. He
assisted in many different ways, in the office
building and beyond. We were delighted to have
had you with us, Mitchell, and thank you for so
freely giving of yourself to the whole community
here in King William’s Town. These young men
were a great help and encouragement. Greetings
and thanks from Dumisani to the churches in
Canada.
5

May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such
harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6 that together you
may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
7
Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory
of God.
Romans 15:5-7

3. Winter School Intensive June Course – June 5-13, 2018
In 2016, Dumisani began offering intensive courses as Summer Schools and now we are adding the
same type of course as a Winter School. Winter School will occur at the end of Term Two and will
be an elective course at the CCF and AMS levels. The course will be taught by Dr. Bryson Arthur, a
member of the Dumisani teaching staff. Winter School is open to the public, to alumni, to pastors
and other Christian leaders, and of course to our Dumisani students. The topic is: The Theology of
Human Sexuality and Marriage. Full details are available at the Dumisani Office or on the
Dumisani website at: www.dumisani.org

4. Mark your Calendars for the Summer School in November:
This year’s Summer School will be held November 5-14, 2018 and will be A Survey of African
Church History taught by Dr. Whytock. Watch for details on our website or contact the Dumisani
Office if you have any further questions.

5. Mrs. Nancy Whytock
As many of you know, our librarian became seriously unwell on December 1st.
Mrs. Whytock would like to personally say “thank you” for the many who
have been praying for her recovery. Also, thank you so much for all of your
expressions of love and concern. You have given tremendous
encouragement. In the Lord’s timing, travel will be allowed. In the meantime,
she remains very confident in the Lord’s perfect ways. Psalm 121

6. SIM – Southern Africa
An official Partnership Agreement between Dumisani Theological
Institute and SIM – Southern Africa has been signed. This enables
Dumisani and SIM to work together, particularly in the area of
personnel needs, for the future and to dialogue with one another.
We rejoice in the Lord opening this door to link hands for the
Kingdom.

7. July 1st Transition Plans for Senior Leadership
“For such a time as this”
The Dumisani Board of Governors have ratified a plan for senior leadership transition at Dumisani
starting July 1st. Wilbert Chipenyu will become the acting principal for six months. Wilbert is a
higher education curriculum specialist, is a trained theologian, comes from the GKSA/Z, and is a
member of Timothy Two International. In God’s providence we can say “for such a time as this”.
Mr. Chipenyu has been teaching Greek, missiology, evangelism, and Acts of the Apostles these last
few months. Lord willing, he will soon submit his PhD thesis.
The acting vice principal, starting July 1st, will be Dr. Patrick Diniso, a Dumisani graduate and an
ordained minister with the FCSA. Dr. Diniso has wide ecumenical experience as a chaplain in the
South African military. He has been teaching in practical theology these last few months and will
be helping us part-time while also continuing to serve as
an army chaplain. Again, we can say, “for such a time as
this, the providence of the Lord is astounding”.
Dr. Phillips returns to us come July and continues as
Academic Dean & Registrar. As of July 1st, Dr. Whytock will
serve as a consulting director and visiting lecturer for the
remainder of 2018. He will also be working on producing a
special commemorative, promotional book in time for the
40th anniversary of Dumisani in 2019.

P. Diniso, J. Whytock, W. Chipenyu, G. Phillips

8. The Gospel Coalition and Updates on Literature Ministry in General
New resources to help us with both our formal work in the Dumisani
Institute division and in the informal work of the Bible School have
started to arrive. This
year we are focusing
on Timothy Keller’s
commentary entitled
Galatians for You: Read,
Feed, Lead, Mark
Dever’s Nine Marks of a
Healthy Church, and
more new topics from the
Global Study Bible.
Thank you TGC for being one of our partners to supply us with good Christian literature. In fact,
The Gospel Coalition partnership has brought a new way of undertaking our literature ministry
here at Dumisani. The response across the Eastern Cape to literature from TGC and also from our
other new literature partners has been very encouraging over the last three years. The resources
are biblical, attractively bound, and relevant for training purposes.
Many friends of Dumisani will know that we have been endeavouring to adjust our literature
ministry at Dumisani in light of major changes which have taken place in the printing world and
also in the print world in Africa. Much of the new technology is beyond our financial reach and
with very limited staff we have found that these new partnership arrangements are working well
and are providing for a sustainable way forward in literature ministry. Literature is continuing to
be sourced and distributed. Also, we now out-source any major printing that we need to do of our
own booklets as this is more cost-effective and again works best with our limited staffing. We now
work primarily with one bookstore in East London and have increased our Dumisani booklet
orders there dramatically (see November Dumisani News). Special thanks to Rev. Ronald Christie,
former principal at Dumisani, who has helped us to recover many booklet files. Thank you.

9. Three Workshops held in May, 2018
The overall theme for our King William’s Town Workshop on May 11th was: Growing
Healthy Churches & Believers. We had three sessions: the first, A Concern for Discipleship and
Growth (Dr. Whytock), the second: Growing the Church (W. Chipenyu), and the third: What is
Biblical Ethics? (Dr. Arthur). We had sixteen registrants and a large quantity of TGC literature was
incorporated into the workshop.
On May 4th and 11th Workshops by Wilbert Chipenyu were held in Dimbaza, as organised by one of
our students there. Wilbert serves also with Timothy Two International and did one of their series
of Workshops, on the theme, Knowing God. Several Dumisani students attended together with
pastors from Dimbaza. Praise the Lord for this avenue of ministry into Dimbaza, where Dumisani
actually began.

10. 2018 Graduation and Awards Recognition Day, 24 February, 2018







23 were recognised at the 2018 Graduation and Awards Recognition Ceremonies,
15, CCF, 3 AMS, and 4 BTh (North-West University, Faculty of Theology).
the speaker was Dr. Arthur who spoke from Luke 24 and the Emmaus Walk of the two
disciples with Jesus
two student speakers, Mr Sigugu and Mr Mkebe responded on behalf of their classmates
the new Principal’s Awards for academic merit went to Mr Hogana, Mr Sigugu,and Mrs.
Landingwe

11. Chapels Term One and Two:
Our Chapel Theme for Term One was “Leadership Principles from Scripture” and our theme for
Term Two has been “1 Thessalonians, Living Now Rightly for the Lord”. Our speakers in Term One
were Dr. Whytock, Rev. Brian Stone and Rev. Steven Choi.
We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning
you in our prayers, remembering before our God and Father your
work of faith and labour of love and steadfastness of hope in our
Lord Jesus Christ.
1 Thessalonians 1:2-3

12. The Two Dumisani Endowment Funds for our Strategic Plan
We encourage congregations, businesses, and individuals to consider making
designated contributions to our two newly established Endowment Funds. These
funds are critical to the long-term sustainability of the ministry. They will only be
used for their designated purposes:
 The Dumisani Bursary Fund
 The Campus Development Fund
We thank all who have made contributions to the Bursary Fund. It is starting to grow
but we are still a long way from having a fund that will be sustainable for the long
term. The second one, the Campus Development Fund, continues to need much
help.

In addition to these special long-term sustainability funds we are also working on
two projects for 2018:
 renovating two more male student rooms and
 conversion work for a small flat for a Visiting Lecturer.
Again, these projects are part of our Strategic Plan for the Future. Designated gifts
are welcomed for these special projects for 2018.
Master-Plan for the Teaching part of the Dumisani Campus
The Board of Governors have recently approved a Master Plan for Number 12 Leopold Street.
This is a large project which would need to be done in three phases to help Dumisani to
advance its teaching mission over the coming years. This Master Plan would increase our
parking area considerably, upgrade our teaching space, and bring a campus feel to the
property in a manner which the Board feels is suitable given our context and situation. Watch
for further announcements about this major development plan.

To Contact Us about these projects, please see details on next page

Points for Prayer





Give thanks to the Lord for the new literature that has been successfully obtained for our
literature work in 2018.
Remember Dr Greg Phillips on sabbatical (and doing deputation) during Term Two. May
the engagements at churches and with others prove a real blessing for the extension of
ministry across South Africa.
Pray for the transitional senior leadership team of Wilbert Chipenyu, Patrick Diniso, Greg
Phillips and Jack Whytock starting in July. May the Lord bring vision, unity, and blessing in
their work here at Dumisani.
Remember again our chapel ministry as a vital part of the experience and life of the
Dumisani community. Pray that this will be undergirded with the Lord’s blessing.
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How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those
who bring good news,
who proclaim peace,
who bring good tidings,
who proclaim salvation,
who say to Zion, “Your God reigns!”

Isaiah 52:7 NIV

